Safeguarding and Welfare Requirement: Equal Opportunities

Providers must have and implement a policy, and procedures, to promote equality of opportunity for children in their care, including support for children with special educational needs or disabilities.
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       FLITWICK PRE-SCHOOL
Equal Opportunities
EAL (English as an Additional Language)
Policy statement

Starting any pre-school is a stressful and worrying time for any child and their family, but for children whom English is not their dominant language it is even more challenging.  

We undertake to welcome, include, and support all children from all backgrounds including those who are not able to speak or understand English. We aim to help all children to settle as quickly as possible by providing a welcoming environment, providing a range of learning opportunities and positive challenges.  By working closely with the child and their families we hope to ensure a smooth transition and happy preschool experience.

We value each child and their families as individuals, and we respect diversity.

Procedures
Importance of the home language.

Bilingualism is an asset to be celebrated.  A child's first language has a significant role on their identity and will be viewed as being of great importance. Children need to develop strong foundations in the language that is dominant within the home environment as this is where they spend most of their time. 

Insistence, from either a pre-school setting or the family in using an English only approach to learning language has the potential to result in fragmented development where a child is denied the opportunity to develop fully in either language.  

In our setting we seek to reassure the family that using the first language at home will not have negative consequences on the child's development.

At all times it must be remembered that children learning English as an additional language are just as able as any other child and their activities will be no less challenging.  If both languages continue to be used most children will be able to use the two languages without difficulty.

How we support the child.

Bilingual support is a highly desirable resource, but first language support may not be possible. However, there will usually be interpreting and translation services within the Local Authority and where necessary we will seek to find out what is available.  However, it is noted that up to 80% of everyday communication can be non-verbal. 

We will provide a welcoming atmosphere and aim to build a strong relationship with the child using our ‘keyworker’ system.  Initially we will communicate through gestures, facial expressions and picture cards. We believe that once we have gained the child’s trust he/she will settle. Staff at the setting will respond to the child in a positive way and we hope this will encourage him/her to gain confidence to speak.  Usually language begins as single utterances or the child copying phrases.  Staff will never pressure a child into talking and we know in most cases 'understanding' comes before communication.  It takes time and patience, but we will work with the child to help them succeed.

We will ensure that the child is included in all activities and learning opportunities and will treat the child equally as we do all our children.   All the children at the setting are offered the same opportunities based on their individual levels of understanding and their own unique development.  Staff observe all children in line with the EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) and make notes on their development, achievements and needs. Our observations concentrate on what the child can do. 

Children who attend the setting who share a common language will not be discouraged from using this in their play rather we will facilitate this and seek to join in as much as possible with their interactions.

Possible stages of language development

· Talking in Home Language The child may communicate with another child who shares same language but may not yet be fully aware that others do not understand or speak the same language.
· The Silent Period This is a normal phase of language acquisition. It is an active time when the child is listening and observing. The child may use gestures, nods and smiles to communicate but may not be confident to speak. We will reassure parents that it is common and is not a passive stage in the child's development and learning can, and is, still taking place.  Children often understand more than they can say. This stage may take weeks or months. It is important that the child is not put under any pressure to speak until he/she feels confident. If the child does happen to go through a silent phase we will continue to offer them the same opportunities as the other children and continue to model language in context. We will still continue to observe and note their development.

How we will aim to interact with the families.

In our setting we are proud of the strong relationships we build with the families who use the setting. We strive that all families feel comfortable, respected, valued and included. We too value the family support and value and are interested in their culture. 

How we will encourage the parents to help us, to build a good relationship and help their child’s transition includes:

· We will strive to build a good relationship with the families ensuring that they are in a position to access the information from the pre-school and understand the information contained in our newsletters and letters. We will explain to them verbally or seek to find a family member or another who can translate. 

· Maybe a family member could help us translate some of our leaflets, newsletters etc. This maybe of huge benefit to the preschool as we have a wide variety of people who access the setting and posters, leaflets and newsletters in other languages would mean we could offer a wider service to them.

· We will make sure that we can pronounce the child’s name and encourage the parents to correct us if we get the pronunciation of a name wrong. We need their help to get this right

· We will ask for a list of some of some of the key words and phrases (including pronunciation) so we can use them with the child, if needed, to help them settle.  Good examples would be toilet, yes, no, thirsty, I want a toy, I need the toilet 

· We will ask them to teach us a simple rhyme that their child enjoys so that we can learn with all the children. This will help to make their child feel included and welcomed.

· We will ask the parents to provide us with information about what the child likes to do at home so we can use this to talk to the child at preschool or set up role-play areas to mimic their experiences.

· We will ask their advice and help so that we can include pictures/books/resources in the setting which the child enjoys and can identify with.

· We will encourage the family to contribute to the learning of the children by visiting, sharing significant events/festivals and doing activities such as cooking with the children. 
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